
75 Years of India-Luxembourg Friendship
The diplomatic relations between India and Luxembourg 

were established in 1948. The two countries are celebrating 75 years 
of diplomatic relations during 2023. India and Luxembourg have 
traditionally enjoyed warm and friendly bilateral relations with 
cooperation extending to various multilateral and international forums. 
Amar Nath Sehgal, renowned sculptor, represents the strong bonds of 
friendship and cultural connect between India and Luxembourg. He 
is a unique symbol of the friendship between the two countries and 
has contributed significantly to the people-to-people ties. His birth 
centenary was commemorated during 2022. In recognition of his body 
of work which also personifies India-Luxembourg Friendship, the 
Postal Departments of two countries have come up with a Joint Issue to 
commemorate the occasion. The sculpture of artist Sehgal named ‘The 
Friends’ is an impressive & poignant work of art and a beautiful example 
of artist’s close relationship and friendship with Luxembourg. The 
sculpture ‘Flute Player’ is another remarkable work of art representing 
the spirit of Lord Krishna.

Amar Nath Sehgal, renowned worldwide for his contribution to 
modern Indian art, was born in pre-partition India, in Campbellpur, on 
5th February 1922. He studied Industrial Chemistry at Banaras Hindu 
University and worked briefly as an engineer in Lahore. Following India’s 
Independence in 1947, he migrated to Delhi. His interest in art since 
childhood encouraged him to pursue art as a career and he moved to USA 
in 1948 to study art education at the New York University. On his return, 
he joined the College of Art, Delhi, as faculty.

Amar Nath Sehgal’s oeuvre of works spanned over six decades of 
his life. His artistic versatility extends to sculptures, paintings, poetry, 
graphics and tapestries. In 1955, the artist was appointed by UNESCO 
to study and survey folk arts in India. He was awarded the Lalit Kala 
Academy Fellowship in 1993, the highest honour in Fine Arts conferred 
by the Government of India. He was bestowed Padma Bhushan by 
Government of India posthumously in 2008 for his outstanding 
contributions to the field of art. 

In 1979, Sehgal established a studio in the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg and for next 24 years, he lived between India and 
Luxembourg. In Luxembourg, Sehgal’s works are exhibited in the public 
collections of the National Museum of History and Art, the City of 
Luxembourg, the Central Bank of Luxembourg as well as in numerous 
private collections.

In 1986, Sehgal founded “The Creative Fund” in Luxembourg in the 
presence of Prime Minister Jacques Santer, the objective of which was to 
help artists from the Grand Duchy and India to discover and be inspired 
by the rich history and culture of both countries. The Creative Fund 
became a unique exchange to help young and talented artists pursuing 
their passion in art. 

Sehgal’s iconic bronze bust of Mahatma Gandhi, commissioned by 

the philanthropist Henry Leir, was inaugurated in the Municipal Park 
in Luxembourg City in 1978 in the presence of the then Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gaston Thorn. In 1980, the bronze bust was stolen 
and the artist offered a copy of the original to the City of Luxembourg 
which was inaugurated on 2 October 1982, on the 113th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Today, it is a popular public sculpture, in the centre 
of the city, celebrated by the local community and the Indian diaspora as 
a reminder of the messenger of peace, Mahatma Gandhi, and his values 
of tolerance and non-violence.

On the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
on 2nd October 2019, the Luxembourg Post & Telecommunications in 
cooperation with the Department of Posts– Philately of the Government 
of India released special commemorative stamp featuring Sehgal’s statue 
of the Mahatma. 

The sculpture Friends, in Bronze, is a unique piece of art created by 
Sehgal in 1988. The two bronze figures placed directly opposite each other 
signify not just two strong beings, but also resonates a sense of equality, 
respect and honour. The photograph of the artist with the work leaves a 
deep impact on every viewer as it relays the history of an Indian artist 
who moved alone to a distant country in search of inspiration. While 
India was his biggest inspiration, Luxembourg, with its warm people and 
welcoming environment, was like a home away from home. Luxembourg 
served as a catalyst between Sehgal’s creativity and his roots. The image 
here is a celebration of the bond of two nations with strong cultural 
values and historic ties brought together by one artist – Amar Nath 
Sehgal. The sculpture was loaned to the Embassy of The Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, New Delhi in 2019.

The sculpture Flute Player is a form to represent the spirit of 
Lord Krishna. The deity is worshiped across the Indian subcontinent 
as a supreme God. The source of Lord Krishna’s mythology comes from 
the Mahabharata and the very essence of the birth of the Bhagvad Gita. 
Lord Krishna’s personality is meant to be composite, wise yet youthful, 
strong yet tender, with an abundance of love. The flute he carried with 
him is a significant part of his personality. Some would derive it to be 
representative of the human heart and Lord Krishna the giver of love, 
filling the hollow flute as he plays it. The echoes of the music transpire 
as a medium of his showers of blessings. The bronze sculpture made in 
1958 is an edition of 5, part of multiple private and public collections like 
the MOMA in Paris, and MNHA in Luxem-bourg, and was presented to 
UNICEF on behalf of the Children of India.

Department of Posts is pleased to jointly issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on ‘75 Years of India Luxembourg Friendship’ which will 
further strengthen bilateral relationship between the two countries.
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Hkkjr&yDlecxZ fe=rk ds 75 o"kZ

Hkkjr vkSj yDlecxZ ds chp jktuf;d laca/kksa dh LFkkiuk o"kZ 1948 esa gqbZA o"kZ 
2023 esa nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp bu laca/kksa dh LFkkiuk ds 75 o"kZ iwjs gksus tk jgs gSaA Hkkjr 
vkSj yDlecxZ ds chp f}i{kh; laca/k ikjaifjd :i ls e/kqj vkSj eS=hiw.kZ jgs gSa rFkk 
nksuksa ns'k] fofHkUu cgqi{kh; vkSj varjjk"Vªh; eapksa ij ,d&nwljs ls lg;ksx Hkh djrs 
gSaA lqfo[;kr ewfrZdkj vej ukFk lgxy] Hkkjr vkSj yDlecxZ ds chp xgjh nksLrh 
vkSj lkaL—frd tqM+ko ds vf}rh; çrhd gSaA nksuksa ns'kksa ds yksxksa ds chp HkkoukRed 
lsrqca/ku dh fn'kk esa budh Hkwfedk vR;ar egRoiw.kZ jgh gSA lgxy dh tUe 'krkCnh] 
o"kZ 2022 esa eukbZ xbZA vej ukFk lgxy ds dykdeZ esa Hkkjr&yDlecxZ dh eS=h 
dh >yd ns[kus dks feyrh gSA vr% nksuksa ns'kksa ds Mkd foHkkxksa }kjk bl volj ij 
,d la;qä Mkd&fVdV tkjh fd;k tk jgk gSA vej ukFk lgxy dh ^ÝsaM~l^ ¼fe=½ 
] ewfrZdyk dk mR—"V uewuk gS] tksfd yDlecxZ ls muds ?kfu"B laca/kksa vkSj eS=h 
dk [kwclwjr mnkgj.k gSA ^¶ywV Iys;j^ ¼eqjyhokyk½] ,d ,slh cstksM+ dyk—fr gS] tks 
Hkxoku —".k ds vkReHkko dk çfr:i gSA

vk/kqfud Hkkjrh; dyk esa vius ;ksxnku ds fy, fo'oHkj esa çfl)] vej ukFk 
lgxy dk tUe foHkktu ls iwoZ 5 Qjojh] 1922 dks Hkkjr ds dSaicsyiqj esa gqvk FkkA 
mUgksaus cukjl fganw fo'ofo|ky; esa vkS|ksfxd jlk;u foKku ¼baMfLVª;y dsfeLVªh½ 
fo"k; dh f'k{kk xzg.k dh vkSj dqN le; ds fy, ykgkSj esa ,d bathfu;j ds :i esa 
dk;Z fd;kA 1947 esa Hkkjr dh Lora=rk ds ckn] os fnYyh vk clsA cpiu ls gh dyk 
ds çfr mudh #fp us mUgsa bls vkthfodk ds :i esa viukus ds fy, çsfjr fd;k vkSj 
1948 esa os U;w;‚dZ fo'ofo|ky; esa dyk dh f'k{kk çkIr djus ds fy, la;qä jkT; 
vesfjdk pys x,A ogka ls f'k{kk çkIr dj okil vkus ij mUgksaus dkyst v‚Q vkVZ] 
fnYyh esa çk/;kid ds :i esa dk;ZHkkj xzg.k fd;kA 

vej ukFk lgxy us vius thou ds Ng n'kdksa rd dyk lk/kuk dhA mudh 
dykRed cgqeq[kh çfrHkk esa ewfrZdyk] fp=dyk] dkO;] js[kkfp= ¼xzkfQd½ vkSj VsisLVªh 
'kkfey gSaA o"kZ 1955 esa ;wuLdks }kjk bl egku dykdkj dks Hkkjr dh yksd dykvksa 
ds v/;;u vkSj losZ{k.k ds fy, fu;qä fd;k x;kA o"kZ 1993 esa mUgsa yfyr dyk 
vdkneh Qsyksf'ki ls lEekfur fd;k x;k] tks fd yfyr dykvksa esa Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk 
çnku fd;k tkus okyk loksZPp lEeku gSA dyk ds {ks= esa muds mR—"V ;ksxnku ds 
fy, Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk mUgsa 2008 esa ej.kksijkar in~eHkw"k.k ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA

1979 esa lgxy us yDlecxZ ds xzSaM Mph esa ,d LVwfM;ks dh LFkkiuk dh vkSj 
vxys 24 o"kksaZ rd os Hkkjr vkSj yDlecxZ nksuksa gh ns'kksa esa le;&le; ij çokl 
djrs jgsA yDlecxZ esa lgxy ds dk;ksaZ dks us'kuy E;wft;e v‚Q fgLVªh ,aM vkVZ] 
yDlecxZ 'kgj vkSj lsaVªy cSad v‚Q yDlecxZ ds lkoZtfud laxzgksa ds lkFk&lkFk 
dbZ futh laxzgksa esa çnf'kZr fd;k x;k gSA

vej ukFk lgxy }kjk 1986 esa yDlecxZ esa ç/kkuea=h] tSDl lSaVj dh 
mifLFkfr esa ^^n fØ,fVo QaM^^ dh LFkkiuk dh xbZ] ftldk mís'; xzSaM Mph vkSj 
Hkkjr ds dykdkjksa dks nksuksa ns'kksa ds le`) bfrgkl vkSj laL—fr ls ifjfpr djkuk 
vkSj çsfjr djuk FkkA ^n fØ,fVo QaM*] ;qok vkSj çfrHkk'kkyh dykdkjksa ds fy, dyk 
ds {ks= esa muds tquwu dks lkdkj djus esa mudh enn djus dk ,d vuwBk ek/;e 
cu x;kA

vej ukFk lgxy }kjk cukbZ xbZ egkRek xka/kh dh dkaL; dh lqçfl) 
v/kZ&çfrek dk 1978 esa rRdkyhu fons'k ea=h Jh xSLVu Fk‚uZ dh mifLFkfr esa] 
yDlecxZ 'kgj ds E;qfufliy ikdZ esa vukoj.k fd;k x;k FkkA bls lektlsoh gsujh 

fy;j }kjk cuok;k x;k FkkA o"kZ 1980 esa ;g dkaL; çfrek pksjh gks xbZ] rc lgxy 
us okLrfod ewfrZ dh çfr yDlecxZ 'kgj dks HksaV dh] ftldk vukoj.k fnukad 2 
väwcj] 1982 dks egkRek xka/kh dh 113oha t;arh ds volj ij fd;k x;kA 'kgj 
ds chpksa&chp LFkkfir ;g çfrek vR;ar yksdfç; gS vkSj ;gka ds LFkkuh; yksxksa ds 
lkFk&lkFk çoklh Hkkjrh;ksa ds fy, 'kkafr ds nwr] egkRek xka/kh vkSj muds uSfrd ewY;ksa 
tSls lfg".kqrk vkSj vfgalk dk çrhd gS A

2 väwcj] 2019 dks egkRek xka/kh dh 150oha t;arh ds volj ij yDlecxZ 
iksLV ,aM VsyhdE;qfuds'kal }kjk Hkkjr ljdkj ds Mkd foHkkx&fQySVyh vuqHkkx ds 
lg;ksx ls lgxy }kjk cukbZ xbZ egkRek xka/kh dh çfrek ds vadu okyk fo'ks"k Lekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh fd;k x;kA

dkaL; çfrek ^ÝsaM~l^ ¼fe=½] lgxy }kjk 1988 esa cukbZ xbZ ,d vuwBh dyk—
fr gSA ,d nwljs ds vkeus&lkeus [kM+h dkaL; dh nks çfrek,a u dsoy nks l'kä 
O;fäRoksa dh çrhd gS cfYd lekurk vkSj lEeku ds Hkko dks Hkh çfrfcafcr djrh gSA 
bu çfrekvksa ds lkFk vej ukFk lgxy dh rLohj n'kZdksa dks vR;ar çHkkfor djrh 
gSA ;g rLohj bl egku Hkkjrh; dykdkj ds bfrgkl dks n'kkZrh gS tks viuh çsj.kk 
dh ryk'k esa vdsys bruh nwj fons'k esa vk clkA gkykafd vej ukFk lgxy Hkkjr ls 
vR;ar çHkkfor Fks] ijarq yDlecxZ ds yksxksa ds e`nq LoHkko vkSj xeZtks'kh ds QyLo:i 
yDlecxZ Hkh muds fy, ?kj ls nwj vius ?kj tSlk gh FkkA yDlecxZ us lgxy 
dks çsj.kk çnku djus ds lkFk&lkFk viuh tM+ksa ls Hkh tksM+s j[kkA bl Mkd&fVdV 
ij vafdr fp= nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp lq–<+ lkaL—frd ewY;ksa vkSj ,sfrgkfld laca/kksa dks 
n'kkZrk gS] ftls vej ukFk lgxy us viuh dyk ls lhapkA bl çfrek dks o"kZ 2019 
esa] ̂ n xzSaM Mph v‚Q yDlecxZ* ubZ fnYyh esa çnf'kZr fd, tkus gsrq çnku fd;k x;kA

*¶ywV Iys;j^ ¼eqjyhokyk½ çfrek] Hkxoku —".k ds euksHkkoksa dks n'kkZrh gSA 
Hkkjrh; miegk}hi esa Hkxoku Jh —".k dks ijefirk ijes'oj ds :i esa iwtk tkrk 
gSA Hkxoku —".k dh ikSjkf.kd xkFkk dk o.kZu  egkHkkjr vkSj Hkxon~xhrk ds mn~Hko 
esa çkIr gksrk gSA Hkxoku —".k dk O;fäRo loZxq.k laiUu gS] os Kkuh gSa ijarq uoÅtkZ ls 
Hkh ifjiw.kZ gSa] ije'kfä laiUu gSa vkSj lkSE; Hkh gSa vkSj mudk euksgj O;fäRo çseHkko 
ls ljkcksj gSA mudh ckalqjh] muds O;fäRo dk vfHkUu vax gSA dfri; —".k Hkäksa ds 
fy, ;g ckalqjh] ekuo eu dh dkseyrk dk çrhd gS vkSj çse ds vxk/k lkxj Hkxoku 
—".k tc ;s ckalqjh ctkrs gSa rks ekuks os bls vius çse Hkko esa ljkcksj dj nsrs gSaA 
ckalqjh ds bl eksgd laxhr dh xwat muds vk'kh"k dk ek/;e cu tkrh gSA 1958 esa 
fufeZr ;g dkaL; çfrek Þ5ß fo"k;d —fr dk fgLlk gSA ;g dyk—fr fofHkUu futh 
o lkoZtfud laxzgksa tSls fd isfjl ds ,evks,e, vkSj yDlecxZ esa ,e,u,p, dk 
fgLlk jgh gSA ÞfpYMªu v‚Q bafM;kß dh rjQ ls bls ;wuhlsQ dks HksaV fd;k x;kA

Mkd foHkkx] ÞHkkjr&yDlecxZ fe=rk ds 75 o"kZß fo"k; ij la;qä L‍ekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlU‍urk dk vuqHko djrk gS tks nksuksa ns'kks a ds chp 
f}i{kh; laca/k dks vkSj Hkh etcwr cuk,xkA 
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